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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucieotide andtor amino add sequence disclosed in the Jntematlonal application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis or: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingAarnishing: 

□ contained in the Intemational application as filed. 

□ filed together with the intemattonal application in computer readable forni. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfor *able relating t^^ 
hafbeen f led or furnished, the required statements that the inforrnation in ttie ^ub^"®^^^^^^^ 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43£7/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 . Notwithstanding tlie clarity objection raised under Item 2. below, it is considered that, for 
reasons as set out i i the description on page 1 , line 20 to page 2, line 27, the subject- 
matter of independent claims 1 . 10 and 1 1 Is new (Article 33(2) PCX) and involves an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCX). 



2. From the description of Figures 2 and 3, in particular on page 14, lines 20 to 28, it is 
clear that the feature according to which an intercepted message is fonwarded not only 
after the time request has been prepared, but also after synchronizing data based on the 
s pftp-irin time clock has been obtained and th e local clock has been synchronized with 
respect to the specific time clock is essential for the claimed subject-matter to properly 
define the invention and to provide a solution to the general problem of remedying the 
risk of unavailable or corrupted synchronisation information provided by a time sen/er, 
such as an NTP server. 

Since independent claims 1 and 10 does not contain this feature, their subject-matter 
does not meet the requirement derived from Article 6 PCT that any independent claim 
must contain all the technical features essential to the definition of the invention. 

In order to overcome the objection, claim 1 could be slightly amended by, for example, 
adding at the end of page 1 " and the rec e iving m eans (11) have obtained said 
fiynf^hrnnizinn data (SYNC) based on sa id specific clock (CLI-Cln) and the Ipcal time, 
. cinnk (CLO^ has been synchronized w i th respect to said specific time clock (CLI-CLn)" . 

Claim 1 0 could correspondingly be amended by inserting at the end of line 29 " and said 
gynnhrnnizinq data (SYNC^ based on said specific time clock (CLI-Ol.n) has been 
nhtflineri and the local time clonk rCLO^ has been synchronized with reSPeCt tO gaid 
specific time clock (CLO-CLn)" . 



3.1 In claim 1 , line 1 1 , the second reference numeral "1 0" should obviously be replaced with 
the reference sign "CL1-CLn" (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International applicatton No. 
PCT/EP2005/050002 



This also applies to the reference numeral "10" in claim 10, line 14. 

Still in claim 10, on line 24, for the sake of completeness, the reference sign "(A1-An)" 
should be inserted after the temn "apparatus". 

Finally, in claim 10, on line 30, the reference sign "82" should apparently be replaced 
with "S5". 

3.2 In claims 8 and 10, for the sake of clarity (Article 6 PCT), it is proposed to amend the 
rather unusual and therefore not so clear term "compliant with" with "according to". 

3.3 To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, document US2002/01 29291 cited in 
the International Search Report should be identified in the description and the relevant 
background art disclosed therein should be briefly discussed. 
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